LIBERTY OF CONTRACT             85

management of the concern. Consequently the
modern labour movement propounds what is known
as Syndicalism, under which artisans as a body are to
possess the means of production, and also claim the
same rights as the medieval craftsman. Assuming
the realisation of this ideal it must be remembered
that the medieval craftsman was a highly skilled
person, and such rights were only granted after
some test in skill, such as, for instance, the examina-
tion which is to-day imposed by the Plumbers'
Company on plumbers before they obtain the status
of registered plumbers. The problem, therefore,
of casual and unskilled labour is not solved by
Syndicalism. Moreover, even under the existing
system many a highly skilled man likes to become
a highly paid manager on his own account, without
caring whether his former associates have a voice
in the management of the business or not.

The advocates of Syndicalism seem to lose sight
of the fact that the State would probably interfere
with a guild far more than it at present interferes
with Trade Unions. The State would almost
certainly exercise statutory powers over guilds
whidh would prevent any strike calculated to injure
the public interest, and this right of the State was
scarcely questioned by the medieval guild. Another
reason for this is that the guilds would probably
have to rely on the State in the first instance not
only for statutory power to buy out the present
owners as opposed to the private investor, but also
for the necessary funds. In these circumstances
the State would naturally make as good a bargain
as it could in the public interest. In the result, the